Clarification of geographical distribution of contemporary re ligious practices and its explanation by means of historical, economic and social factors appear to be a dominant approach among the sociological studies of religion in Europe, particu larly in France.1 This approach is, precisely speaking, in the field of ecology of religion, rather than in that of sociology of religion. The ecology of religion inquires into the geographical distribution of religious groups, group members and religious practices, and delineates its conditions and religious conse quences. Therefore, the ecology of religion ought to include, in addition to the problems covered by European scholars, a
research on the influence on religious groups brought about by the increase or decrease, or the influx or the outflow, of popu lation, and by the changes of transportation facilities.2 This paper attempts to analyze one of the most crucial problems to the contemporary religions, viz., the influences exerted on local religious bodies by the population mobility caused by the recent rapid growth of Japan's economy. Through this attempt, we hope to make a meaningful contribution to the development of ecological studies of religion in Japan.
W e have chosen member churches of the United Church of Christ in Japan as the object of our study for three reasons ： First, our conception is applicable to their materials; second, their materials are of such a quality as to permit a scientific analysis, and finally, their materials were accessible to us.
Materials and Methods of Research
Our present task is to perform a study of Christian churches in a limited area with the intention mentioned above, while postponing a large-scale or nation-wide survey to another oc casion. Then, the choice of the area becomes the first question to solve. The following three criteria were set up and applied in selecting our field of research :
i. Districts where population mobility shows contrasting differences. This criterion will facilitate to discover the relations between church membership and population size of a given district.
ii. Districts adjoining one another, rather than those scat* 2. David 〇. Moberg, The Church as a Social Institution : The Sociology of American Religion, New York, Prentice-Hall, 1962, pp. 44-47. tered over a wide area. Adjacent districts are deemed helpful because the common background they would have breaks through the different types of population mobility.
iii. Districts in and around Tokyo. Field surveys to supple ment the quantitative observations can be conducted with ease because the present writers are living in Tokyo.
We selected the districts along the Chuo Line, a major com muter railway that runs through downtown Tokyo, its western suburbs, and the back country areas, as they sufficed the three criteria mentioned above. To them, we added the eastern sec tion of Tokyo, so that an industrial district would oe repre sented. Our field is thus composed of six districts, which are indicated by alphabetical signs as shown below and on Among external indicators are the sum of offerings, the number of the newly baptized members, the number of catechumens, the frequency and kinds of meetings held and the number of participants therein, the number of church school students, the number of communicant members, and so on. O f all these, the last named is the most basic, because the sum of offerings depends largely on it, and the newly baptized members and catechumens either immediately or eventually become com municant members. The present paper, therefore, makes use of the number of communicant members in order to represent the growth of a church.
An annual report with a definite form is submitted to the while the latter is not. The drop-out is so treated in cases when one has neglected duties as a church member for three years or longer. This is in most cases the drop-out not only from a particular church but also from Christianity as such.
The main avenue leading to the drop-out may be o n e ， s depar ture from the community where his church is located.
Increase ( or decrease) of population is usually classified into natural and social increase. Natural increase is the balance of birth and death, and social increase that of influx and outflow.
When this classification is applied to growth and decline of church membership, natural increase means the balance of baptism and death, and social increase that of moving-in and moving-out of church members, or that of moving-in and moving-out plus drop-out. By assorting the causes of increase or decrease into these two kinds, we can study the changing size of the churches in each district with more precision. In order to facilitate our observation, we prepared W e refer to Table IV The greatest social decrease is revealed in the back country in contrast to the most remarkable social increase in the suburbs. As is obvious in Table III , the influx is quite dis tinguished in the suburbs (6.4 percent), while the ratio is much lower in the industrial district (1.4 percent), the central business district (2.1 percent), and the back country area (1.7-2.2 percent). On the other hand, the largest outflow is recorded in the back country area ( 2.8-3.7 percent), and the smallest in the industrial district (1.1 percent). W hile the 一 drop-out is the most conspicuous in the industrial district (2.3 percent), it is much less in the central business district (0.2 percent). To sum up, the suburban area has the greatest social increase due to the high rate of influx, and, contrastingly, the back country area has a radical social decrease caused by a marked outflow. The decrease in the industrial district must primarily be ascribed to the high ratio of drop-out. In the central business district, influx and outflow plus drop-out are in equilibrium, so that there is neither increase nor decrease worthy of note. In the residential district, however, the number of influx exceeds that of outflow plus drop-out, so as to record a social increase.
The balance of natural increase and social increase must be equal to the total increase. However, the figures on the left most column of Table III which show the total increase and those on the rightmost column of Table IV which indicate the balance are far from being identical. This is because a significant difference between the two kinds of figures is notice able in the annual reports from individual churches and preaching centers. The difference is assumed to be derived from the tendency of ministers to report the increase accurately and the decrease inadequately. Hence, the leftmost column of Table III is more reliable than the rightmost column of Table IV . Making little reference to the latter, we can sum marize our analyses as follows.
The decrease in the back country area, to begin with, is not because of the low rate of baptism. It is rather high there, and yet the baptized move into the metropolitan areas, thus causing a large number of cases of outflow and drop-out. On Impacts of Population Mobility on Christian Churches the contrary, the decrease in the central business district is due to the lower rate of baptism, together with the relatively high rate of outflow. In the suburban area, since the numbers of baptism and moving-in alike are large, the total church mem bership is on a steady growth. In the residential district, the tendency is the same as in the suburbs, but the growth rate is lower. In the industrial district, though baptisms are not few in number, drop-outs are numerous, and consequently the total membership is on the decrease.
Relationship to Population Mobility of the Community
The growth of Christian churches observed in terms of in crease or decrease of the communicants has, it is assumed from the foregoing analyses, a close relationship to population mobility of the respective communities. The relationship is such that population mobility of the communities is the inde pendent variable and the growth of Christian churches indicated by the number of communicants is the dependent variable.
There may, of course, be several intermediary variables, but it is hard to assume that the causality between the two vari ables is reversed, and that these two are dependent variables of any other basic factor. Therefore, it must be examined how close a relationship exists between the two.
The local community corresponding to a particular Christian church is the area where its members are numerous and for which it is evangelistically responsible. But, it is difficult to delineate such an area for each of the 132 churches and preaching centers. Moreover, such an area cuts across the boundaries of local municipalities which are governmental Kiyami Morioka and Sonoko Knmagai statistic units, and hence it is virtually impossible to compose statistical data on population mobility for each evangelistic area, fhus for convenience' sake, we regarded the local municipality in which a church exists as the local community representing the evangelistic area of the church.
When the aforementioned operational definition is applied, how great is the discrepancy between the local municipality and the evangelistic area of a church ? A clue to examine the gap between them is provided by the geographical distri bution of the officers of a church, which we can secure from the annual reports. Table V where their churches are located. Finally, the growth rate of population in the industrial district is higher than that in the residential district, and yet the increase rate of the church membership is by far lower than that in the residential district, the size of a church in the industrial district remaining almost unchanged. This is indicative of the tendency that the movingin population into this district is less congenial to Christianity, contrary to those who move into the residential district.
Conclusions
We 
